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St. Jofin the Evangelist Parish «2 


"Oldest Parish in Northwest Indiana" 


At the intersection of U.S. Route 41 and 93rd Street 
; St. John, Indiana 46373 


MISSION STATEMENT 
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a dynamic Roman Catholic commu- 
nity united by our common faith and nourished by our shared Eucharist. 
Utilizing our individual and unique talents, we strive to enable one 
another to know and live Christ more fully. 
- Through witness and faithful service, we proclaim the Good News of 
God's Kingdom present among us. 


HISTORY * 1839 - 1996 


“In the beginning was the Word; the Word was in God's presence, 
and the Word was God. He was present to God in the beginning. Through 
Him all things came into being, and apart from Him nothing came into 
being, and apart from Him nothing came to be...” John 1: 1-3 


The past and present history of St. John the Evangelist community is a 
reflection of the reading according to John the Evangelist, patron saint of 
our church which we celebrate on December 27. 


According to the history books, John Hack, his wife, Johanna, and 
their 11 children, arrived here from Germany in September, 1837. John 
and his family were one of the first settlers to come to this area, then 
known as the Western Prairie or Prairie West. 


Records show that in 1839 Reverend Francis Fischer from Chicago 
visited St. John twice'a month and celebrated the Liturgy with Hack and 
other settlers, which consisted of ten families. Later that year the small 
community built a log cabin church. We are fortunate to have the origi- 
nal church building on our property. 


Bishop De St. Palis administered Confirmation in this log church in 
1846, the first Confirmation in Lake County. 


As the community grew, a new church of brick was built and dedicated 
on October 20, 1856. Father Force was the pastor and the families num- 
bered about 120. 


"In the year 1923 the community began another church. This church, our 
present one, was dedicated on September 27, 1925. Father Bodina was then 
the Pastor and the families numbered about 115. Today we celebrate the 
Liturgy in that same church and our families number about 1,150. Our his- 
tory began with John Hack and a handful of faithful members. Today we still 
_ have descendants of John Hack — his great, great, grandchildren — Marie 
and Elmer Dewes, and Helen and Joseph Wein. 


Greetings and Peace from St. John the 
Evangelist Parish. As the oldest Catholic parish 


in Northwest Indiana, we are proud of our 


continued growth through the uniqueness of our 


parishioners. We strive to grow together 
spiritually and socially in our mission of building 


the Kingdom of God here in our community. 


Members of our parish community have 
prepared this directory for your information and 
to introduce ourselves to you. You are invited 
to contact any of us at the parish office at 
(219) 365-5678 for further information. 
Your questions and concerns are most 


sincerely welcomed. 


Serving the Lord, 


Fe slg Pe 


Reverend Stephen J. Citko 


ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 


Pastoral Minister 
Director of Music 
Parish Secretary... 
Associate Secretary 
Parish Phone .......... 
Fax/Office Ans. Machine 


ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST SCHOOL 


Principal ... St. Angela Mellady, O.S.F 
School Secretary 
Associate Secretary 
Phone..... 
Fax 4 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 
.. Arlene Crilley 
Phone «+ (219) 365-3709 
PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Education Commission Social Concerns Commission 
Parish Life Commission Spirituality and Worship Commission 


Planning and Finance Commisssion 
Commissions are composed of the leaders and members of Parish Min- 
istries and organizations. 


PARISH OFFICE INFORMATION 


ARI OSS  sjsns consanecovsssvinsengesitsnts 11350 School Street 
PO. Box 360 - St. John, IN 46373 
MAORI vases suscssinssas scgcatyeorereettite Monday: 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 


Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 


Telephone .. (219) 365-5678 (office and rectory) 
Fax/Answering Machine .......... (219) 365-2703 
LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil. .... 
Sunday mH . 
10:30 AM, 12:00 Noon 
Week Days/Holy Days ......-:00+ Consult Parish Bulletin 
RECONCILIATION 
IPA CLATCLS Us siseucs assusesiasnancvereyesasecs 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
or by Appointment 
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SACRAMENTS 


BAPTISM 

Baptismal preparation is necessary before a child can be baptized in our 
parish. Parents of children to be baptized must: 
- Call the parish office for arrangements 
- Attend all four consecutive preparation sessions in a monthly series 
(NO BAPTISMS SCHEDULED DURING LENT) 


SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
- Those in need of the Sacrament of the Sick should contact the parish 
office or rectory at any time (365-5678). 


MATRIMONY 
- Arrangements for parishioners planning to be married must be made at 
least six months in advance. Call the parish office for more information. 


(NO WEDDINGS SCHEDULED DURING ADVENT AND LENT) 


FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
& RECONCILIATION 


- Normally received by children of our parish at third grade level 


CONFIRMATION 
- Normally received by children of our parish at eighth grade level 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Members of our parish gather together to learn and share with one 
another our faith in Jesus Christ 

- Sessions focus on a fuller understanding of the Bible 

- Members find a deeper more personal relationship with God through 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

- There are morning and evening study sessions 

- ALL ARE WELCOME 


ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST SCHOOL 
- Grades Pre-School, K-8 
- Administered by the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration 
- State of Indiana Accredited 
- Basic curriculum complemented by the following courses: 
* Religion 
* Computers (K-8) 
* Reading/Literature Grouping 
* Accelerated Math 
* Awareness Programs on Human Sexuality and 
Substance Abuse 
- Special Services 
* Speech Therapy 
* Remedial Reading 
* Psychological Evaluation 
* Public Health Nurse 
* Satellite Lunches 
* Lake Central School District Busing 
* Before and After School Care Program (OASIS) 


OASIS PROGRAM 

- Before and After School Care Program 

- Open each day school is in session - 6:15 AM - 6:00 PM 

- Located in the Panel Room directly beneath the Church 

- Open to ALL St. John the Evangelist students 

- Supervised study is available as well as activities for free time 


CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

- Goals are to serve and reach out to each student in teaching the mes- 
sage of Jesus Christ and to build a community of Christian believers 

- Complements parental christian formation 

- Classes begin in September and end in May 

- Parents are required to attend sacrament preparation meetings 

- Serves grades kindergarten to eighth grade 

- Classes are held on Sunday morning or Monday evening 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

- A “Fun Week” for children ages kindergarten to fourth grade in our 
community to learn about God 

- Activities include prayer, stories, songs and crafts 

- A prayer service and lunch for the children and their parents 

- Usually held in June 

- Sponsored by the Religious Education Program 


VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS WELCOME 


PRE-BAPTISMAL PREPARATION FOR PARENTS OF INFANTS 

- The purpose is to prepare parents for the Baptism of their infants through 
a review and awareness of the great task expected of them after the 
Baptism takes place 
There is a series of four consecutive sessions prior to the Baptism 

- The sessions can begin as soon as the parents know they are expecting 
as the child cannot be baptized before the series is completed 

- Information regarding the dates, times and place of these sessions is 

available at the parish office 

Please call the parish office to register as it is necessary to reserve a 

baptismal date in advance 


ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (OCIA) 
- Anyone wishing to become a Roman Catholic must attend Christian 
doctrine and faith sharing sessions 
- Sessions offered weekly from fall to Easter Sunday 
- Adults are normally received into the Church through the Sacraments 
of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation at the Easter Vigil Mass 
- For information call Bobbi Skurow at 365-8366 


. 


‘ 


ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN (OCIC) 

- Order of Christian Initiation of Children is available to children who 
have passed the age when the sacrament is usually first received 

- Fourth through twelfth graders who need Baptism, Reconciliation, First 
Eucharist, and/or Confirmation should leave their name and number at 
the parish office 

- Theresa Kmetz (365-4101) teaches this class 


YOUTH - LIFE TEEN 

- St. John the Evangelist Life Teen is an organization of parish high school 
teenagers 

- Primary goal is to guide and challenge teens as they grow in their faith 
and social relationships 

- Organization is an avenue allowing teens to develop meaningful rela- 
tionships and to express their faith 


MINISTRIES 


God has given all of us gifts and the grace to minister to each other. As 
lay people, we are called by our Baptism to share these gifts with our com- 
munity. By sharing in the mission of the church, we build up the body of 
Christ. We share in this mission through the Word, service and worship. 

Training sessions are available to those who are willing to serve in a 
special ministry. 

We encourage you to pray and to listen to the Spirit within in order 
that you may serve where God is calling you. 


EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

- Assist the Celebrant of our liturgies by distributing the Eucharist 
Must be practicing Catholics and exhibit Christ-centered life styles of 
love and charity 

- Attend the Liturgy each Sunday and regularly receive the Sacraments 

- Believe that the Eucharist is the Body and Blood of Christ 

- Havea reverence and love for the Eucharist and show the love of Christ 
for others 

- Are sensitive to the high moral standards that we always hope to see in 
each other 
If you feel that God is calling you to this special ministry, please con- 

tact Mary Jo Retseck at 365-2179. 


EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS TO THE HOMEBOUND 


- Bring the Eucharist to those who cannot attend Sunday Mass 
- Must fulfill the same spiritual requirements as EM’s who assist at Mass 
- Receive special training for distributing the Eucharist to the homebound 
- Extend Christian unity to members of our congregation who are con- 
fined to their homes because of age or health reasons 
Contact the Parish Office if you would like to become a Eucharistic 
Minister to the homebound. Pat or Dan Rolewski will then get in touch 
with you. 


LECTORS 
- Through their love of Scripture, proclaim the Word of God at liturgies 
- Possess the ability to deliver the Word with meaning and conviction 
Know that they give God’s love a voice, and that God's Word has the 
power to encourage, challenge, rebuke or comfort us 
- Enable people “to hear the Word of God and keep it” 
Information about becoming a Lector is available by calling Carol 
Hojnicki at 365-2033. 


ART AND ENVIRONMENT 


Volunteers with artistic talents who enjoy working with others 
Responsible for enhancing our worship space by creating an environ- 
ment that reflects giving honor and glory to God 


- Committee meets seasonally to coordinate activities with the liturgical 


calendar 
Volunteers should call Pat Halfman at 365-4421. 


MUSIC - CHOIR, CANTORS 


Enhance the community's expression of faith and reverence 

Help worshippers rediscover and deepen their faith commitments 
Meet weekly for practice (September through May) 

Read the bulletin for practice times and dates and join by coming to 
practice 

Harold Homans is the Director of Music Ministry and can be reached 


at the parish office. 


GREETERS 


Welcome to the Liturgies the faithful who are the blessings to our community 


- Celebrate Christ present in the Eucharist and each other 


Assist in the practical matters of finding seats before Mass, facilitating 
the collection, and distributing the bulletin after mass 
In a sense, are the hosts and hostesses of our parish 


Call Pat and Don Schoo at 864-1773 to offer your assistance. 


HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 


- Coordinates Hospitality Sunday sponsors 
- Supervises the coffee and doughnut social held on the first Sunday of 


each month 
The Hospitality Committee Chairperson is Andy Kmetz. He can be 


reached at 365-4101. 
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T. VINCENT DePAUL SOCIETY 
Has as its purpose fulfillment of the two great Commandments: Love 


of God and Love of our Neighbor 


Is united in the spirit of sharing materially and spiritually in their daily lives 
and in their relationship with those in need 

Maintains a food pantry at the parish office where food is available 
when needed 

Distributes food to the poor at holidays 

Visits parishioners who are hospitalized, calls the sick, offers leaflets of 
prayer or meditation, sends get well wishes and prays personally for the 
sick of our parish 

Offers short time relief to caregivers who are caring for someone at home 


- Meet regularly to develop their skills in ministering to others and to 
support one another 
work with the children. 

If you are interested in extending the presence of Christ in sacrament, 
prayer, or support, attend one of the Society's meetings in the school library 
at 3:45 PM on the last Monday of the month. Sheila Jeffers, 365-3556, and 
Florence Strong, 365-3719, are also available to answer questions. 


LANDINGS 

- An adult discussion group for Catholics who feel at a distance from 
their church 

- Each Landings group, composed of up to 12 members, meets two hours 
weekly for 10 sessions 

- Members are encouraged to bring their doubts, hopes and questions to 
gain a better understanding of our church and its teachings 
If you or someone you know, could benefit from LANDINGS, call 

Margaret Rathbun at 365-3316 or Natalie Santucci at 738-2330. 


BEREAVEMENT COMPANIONS 

- Offer hope to the parishioners of our parish who are suffering from a 

loss of a loved one 

Express condolences through cards and follow up calls to the mourning 

Have experienced the death of a loved one and are willing to “be there” 

for another 

- Offer information that encourages growth in the grieving process, a 
process all have to go through before the healing can start 
Provide schedules for bereavement support groups for adults as well as 
information on Rainbow for God’s children for the children who are 
also suffering a loss 

- Want the grieving members of our parish community to know that the 
people of St. John the Evangelist are supportive and do recognize their loss 
For more information on support or for becoming a companion, please 

call Cindy Cosmo at 365-3254. Participating in this ministry gives the 

opportunity to share hope which is most rewarding. 


CARING HEARTS 

- Isa support group for caregivers who provide physical or emotional 
support for an elderly loved one 

Provides emotional support by giving caregivers an opportunity to share 
their feelings and concerns with others facing similar issues 

Also provides opportunities for spiritual growth with inspirational and 
spiritual readings and prayers 

Meet every third Tuesday of the month in the Panel Room from 7:00 
to 9:00 PM unless otherwise listed in the bulletin 

If you are interested in working with or attending this ministry, contact 
Samantha Wild at 365-7237 for more information. 


, 
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TOTS INTRO TO FAITH 


Monthly program designed to present the liturgy to children ages three 
to six years 


- Goal of this program is to let the children enjoy God's unending love by 


revealing His message of Scripture 
The liturgical theme is identified and shared through simplified Bible 
stories, games and crafts 


- The Sign of the Cross and some basic prayers are also practiced 


Please contact Barb Tharp at 365-5930 if you are interested in volun- 


teering to work with the children. 


WELCOMING COMMITTEE 


A group of friendly parishioners who await the opportunity to intro- 
duce themselves to new members of St. John the Evangelist Church 


- Sends a welcoming letter followed by an introductory phone call to 


new members 


- Offers to make home visits in order to extend a personal welcome to 


newcomers 


- Answers questions about ministries within the Church and about the 


school and Religious Education programs 


- Are often the first social contact that new people make with members 


of our church 
If you would like to join this committee, please call Kathy Willman at 


365-4681. 


MASS SCHEDULING AND OTHER COMPUTER DUTIES 


- Aknowledge of DOS and Word Perfect is required for this ministry 
- Offer the gift of your time and skill in performing various duties using 


the computer at the parish office. 
To offer assistance with various office tasks, please contact Tomi Plikuhn 


at 365-5678. 


PARISH ORGANIZATIONS - 
FUNDRAISING - RENTALS 


ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST MEN’S CLUB 

Social organization 
- ~ " Eaabaiagis strengthening brotherhood among the men of the parish 
- Monthly meetings 


ALL MEN OF THE PARISH ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 


ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST LADIES’ ASSOCIATION 
Similar in structure to Men’s Club 

- Social organization 

- Encourages and strengthens friendships through women of the parish 
working together 

- Monthly meetings 


ALL WOMEN OF THE PARISH ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 
HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 


- Organizes and oversees school fundraising involvement 

- Provides a social bridge to encourage parental involvement in school 
activities 

- Assists the school administration in securing for every child the high- 
est advantages in physical, mental social and spiritual education 

- Meetings held bi-monthly 


ALL PARENTS OF STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 


FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 


- Many are involved in being parish stewards 

- These stewards share their time, talent and treasures 

- These stewards have provided many gifts for our parish 
- The following are projects that are conducted: 


Parish Festival Las Vegas Night 
Mardi Gras Rummage Sale 
Market Day School Fun Fair 


WE WELCOME IDEAS AND ASSISTANCE 
WITH OUR FUNDRAISING PROJECTS 


RENTALS 


- Rental of Hall amd Panel Room 
- Contact the parish office 
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ADORATION CHAPEL 


St. John the Evangelist Church is a beautiful example of the continuity 
of the Catholic church. As the Log Cabin Church was the first Catholic 
church in Lake County, this same small historic building has become the 
first separate perpetual adoration chapel in the diocese. On March 24, 
1996, Bishop Melczek dedicated the chapel as a place where the Eucha- 
rist (Blessed Sacrament) is reserved for daily adoration. The chapel is solely 
a place for quiet private prayer and adoration. The holiness and beauty of 
the Adoration Chapel is apparent, and the congregation as well as the 
diocese is grateful for the preparation, contribution, and work of the com- 
mittee members. 

The idea for the adoration chapel came from Father Titko. He 
recognized the need for a place for Eucharistic adoration and saw the 
deteriorating condition of the aging Log Cabin Church. Father Titko and 
the Adoration Chapel committee set about turning two needs of the church 
into one holy solution. By repairing and renovating the log cabin church a 
place of silent worship was created. 

The members of St. John the Evangelist are fortunate in having seen 
the power of the Holy Spirit at work in their midst. Three ways we can 
appreciate the intervention of the Holy Spirit are in the inspiration of the 
idea of the Adoration Chapel, in the success of raising the funds necessary 
for the renovation project, and in the emotion one feels at entering a 
simple building and recognizing the greatness of God. The faith demon- 
strated by John Hack in the 1800’s is still alive in the members of St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church today. 


While appreciating the beauty of the Adoration Chapel (photos on next 
page), special recognition must be given to the Association of Perpetual 
Eucharistic Adoration. This association promotes spiritual growth and helps 
us establish a more intimate unity between our faith and everyday life. They 
also encourage Eucharistic worship and devotion before the exposed Blessed 
Sacrament. Those wishing to join the Association of Perpetual Adoration 
must commit themselves to one hour a week of scheduled adoration in the 
chapel. To schedule a time, please contact Maura Carpenter at 365-3453. 


The Adoration Chapel is continually open for visitors. For safety purposes 
the Chapel is locked from 10:00 PM to 5:00 AM. Visitors can schedule ap- 
pointments to visit the chapel during night hours by calling the church office. 
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The Adoration Chapel 


ae ke ra 7 7 = 


ot 
ae 
Ms 

tr 


7 


= 


hs 


